Anti-Hunger Advisory Committee
Tuesday, September 9, 2025


Welcome and Introductions:

The committee broke out into breakout groups to introduce themselves.

Updates from the Field:

There is confusion about the decoupling of LIHEAP and SNAP.  People can still report their heating expenses but they don’t understand this.  Recipients can still report heating and cooling expenses to count towards their Standard Utility Allowance.  

Things are feeling chaotic on the ground.  Folks are concerned about the changes to the time limit/work requirements and other changes to benefits.  People need help with transportation to food pantries and accessing food.  They need an up to date list of services by county.  It was mentioned that good shepherd has this list.  

Update from State Agencies:

TEFAP and Emergency Food:

Across Maine food pantries are feeling the pinch.  More neighbors stretching their budgets

Maine FarmShare Program:

Older Mainers can sign up for Maine FarmShare Program until November 30th.  There are a few shares left.  

WIC: 

Farmer’s Nutrition program provides $30.  Half have been spent for this season.  There is a new eWIC provider.

The Local Food Purchase Assistance Cooperative Agreement Program (LFPA):

There is a bipartisan bill that has been introduced in Congress to purchase local fresh foods.  This bill would replace the funding that we lost through LFPA and local foods for schools.  It was terminated last march.  This would make the funding permanent for the program.

Reorganization plan of USDA:  
The new plan is out and USDA provided a month to provide feedback.  There have already been cutbacks at USDA and the regional office staff who used to provide support for state staff are mostly gone.  This shift under the proposed plan would have a long lasting impact to the administration of these federal programs.  Maine state agencies have provided feedback.

SNAP:
Skimming of benefits - 
There has been an uptick in skimming of benefits.  In response, Office for Family Independence has blocked out of state transactions.  This includes all stores where the delivery address is out of state.  OFI is not blocking online transactions when it is in state.  If you are picking up food in Maine and NH and VT, it is fine.  

Reconciliation act - 
There were a number of changes to the requirements related to Able Bodied Adults without Dependents (ABAWDS).  These individuals are eligible for SNAP for only 3 months within a 3 year period.  To remain eligible certain adults without children living in their households had to work or volunteer for 20 hours per week.  The reconciliation bill eliminated exemptions for people experiencing homelessness, veterans and young people who recently aged out of foster care.  The bill also expanded the definition of ABAWD to include people between the ages of 55 to 65. Parents with children aged 14 and over will now also be subject to the time limit.   

ABAWD screening is done at application and renewal.  The changes in the reconciliation act were effective upon signing on July 4th.  So anybody who did an application or a renewal after July 4th, that screening was under the new rules.  The technology wasn’t in place.  There will be messaging going to those households.  Noone will lose SNAP because of these changes prior to October 1st, but the rules will go into effect on October 1st.  

In November, changes will be made for noncitizens.  We are still waiting on guidance from FNS.  There are some discrepancies between the farm bill and PROWRA.  Hoping to get guidance prior to October 17th so we can move forward with rule changes.   

The change in the SUA won’t affect too many people.  There will be some people who see their benefits go down as a result of the decoupling of LIHEAP and SNAP.  
Full Standard utiiliary allowance only applies if household has a member who is 65 or older or has a disability.  

We are working to get our payment errors below 6% then they will continue to be federally funded
Current rate is 8.71% includes fraud and also over/under payments.  Total amount overissued plus total amount underissued as a percentage of overall payments of benefits.

Individuals not reporting when they have new income.  If they have an increase in income that brings them over 130% FPL.  If they go over that threshold and they don’t report it, that creates errors.  With our seasonal economy that is what drives our error rate. 

Second biggest driver are reported changes that are not acted upon.  The good news is that we have worked through backlog of updates.  We are up to date.  This was something we have been working on for awhile.   

SUNBucks:

We have submitted our SUNBucks plan already for 2026.  

SunMeals: 

Sun Meals was successful this summer.  SunMeals had 101 sponsors and sites for 2025.  

SNAP benefit divided by the minimum wage and that gives you the number of hours 

Update from Advocates:  

Maine Equal Justice Update on Benefits for Immigrants:

Just as a clarification,  PRWORA is the Welfare reform of the 1990s, created this category of qualified and unqualified categories of benefits.  It does not mean that people who are legally qualified to live in the US are now unqualified.  

The reconciliation bill changes mean that only a narrow group of people will be eligible for SNAP benefits.  Citizens, Green card holders, Permanent residents who have passed the 5 bar, Cuban and Haitian entrance.  

It is important to point out that while people who are solely asylees and refugees are not eligible for benefits.  However, many refugees and asylees have a green card and they are eligible for benefits.  

This change will go into effect on November 1st.  

Full Plates Full Potential Update on SNAP Outreach:  

SNAP Outreach contracts are moving forward.  Community organizations will be helping with SNAP outreach.  We are hoping that committee members will be interested in sharing this information and supporting this effort.  Moving forward we are planning to convene SNAP outreach partners.  We will help people apply for benefits and navigate all of the changes that are happening.  It is important that we all share information.  This is a great opportunity to strengthen and expand outreach.    


Next Ending Hunger Advisory Committee call is on November 18 from noon to 2 pm.  


